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Under a bright blue sky and canopy of 
gleaming white cables radiating from 
the new, Christopher S. Bond Bridge, 
U.S. Sen. Kit Bond and MoDOT Interim 
Director Kevin Keith announced Sept. 27 
that all Interstate 29/35 lanes and ramps 
on the kcICON Project will be open by 
the end of the year – six months ahead of 
schedule.

Thanking the nearly 700 dedication event 
attendees, Keith said MoDOT’s design-
build method of project delivery is a great 
way to accelerate large construction proj-

gives taxpayers the biggest bang for their 
buck while maximizing the innovation 
and creativity of the private sector.”

Prior to kicking off Kansas City’s largest 
“deck party,” Bond took a 316-foot basket 
ride to the top of the landmark structure 
with Missouri Highways and Transporta-
tion Chairman Rudy Farber, Bill Clarkson, 
Jr. of Clarkson Construction Company 
and Henry Massman of Massman Con-
struction Co. All signed their names on 
the center pylon.

Bond Bridge Dedication
Project is Six Months Ahead of Schedule

At MoDOT when the nights get cool and 
the days grow shorter, we turn to thoughts 
of snow plows, salt and frosty bridges. As 
sure as the falling leaves, when tempera-

point, we are ready for winter. We have 
plenty of salt and beet juice and our plows 

“This snow season, winter operations will 
run like a well-oiled machine,” said Don 
Hillis, director of System Management, 

“Crews will prepare for each storm with a 

We will focus on keeping Missouri’s roads 
safe and passable.”

Tackling Winter Storms

speed (of the project) is truly remarkable. 
We congratulate MoDOT, the contractor, 
the designers and everybody who made 
this come together and the community 
support of it…a perfect operation and a 

everyone involved.”

the ribbon-cutting ceremony.

The contractor, Paseo Corridor Construc-
tors, will complete cross street work, 
incidental construction and the removal of 
the existing Paseo Bridge in 2011.
Additional information is available on the 
project’s website, www.kcicon.com, or by 
searching “kcICON Project” on facebook.

The bridge opened to its
first lane of northbound traffic a 
few hours following the ribbon-
cutting cermony on Sept. 27. 

An aerial shot shows the landmark, 
cable-stay Christopher S. Bond 
Bridge.

-

which includes honoring our commit-
ments, keeping major roads in good 
condition, improving minor roads, holding 
our own on state bridges and providing 
outstanding customer service.

We’ll prioritize our attack on winter 
storms by hitting the highest traveled ma-
jor roads and regionally important roads 

the remaining minor roads across every 
district from one corner of the state to the 
other we will plow the roads to be safe 
and passable focusing on hills, curves and 
intersections.  

The Traveler Information Map has been 
improved to better serve our customers. 
Not only has a feature been added to pro-
vide weather radar imagery so viewers can 
see what is happening and what is coming 
their way, but we have also added a new 

MoDOT's Five-Year Direction
■ Honor our commitments
■ Keep major roads in good condition 
■ Improve minor roads 
■ Hold our own on state bridges 
■ Provide outstanding customer service

by Sandra Hentges 
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category to the winter road conditions. 
Starting Nov. 1, the map will include 
options for: Closed, Covered, Partly 
Covered, Mostly Clear and Clear.

The department has also developed a 
rating system for storms to help plan 
how we tackle each one. 
Type 1 – More than 12 inches of snow 
in 24 hours or more than ¾ inch of ice
Type 2 – 6 to 12 inches of snow in 24 
hours or ½ to ¾ inch of ice
Type 3 – 1 inch to 6 inches of snow/fro-
zen precipitation in 24 hours OR a trace 
to ½ inch of ice
Type 4 – Dusting to 1 inch of snow, 
sleet or other frozen participation

blowing snow and refreeze.

-
cient we will be using plows that can 
cover more road in a single pass like 
TowPlows, wing plows and 14-foot 
plows. We’ll use quality equipment and 
coordinate repairs at buildings that are 
staffed with two technicians for better 
response time.

Tackling Winter Storms

To treat roads, beet juice will be 
blended with salt brine because it is 
more effective for pre-treating and ice 
melting in colder temperatures. The 
crews dispensing the materials will be 
highly trained and skilled at their task 
to use just enough to be effective. Us-
ing too much can do more damage than 
good because it opens up the surface of 
the pavement, allowing moisture which 
causes it to break down sooner. 

Our communication on weather infor-
mation will include the latest weather 
technology and temperature sensors. 
We’ll use district and statewide confer-
ence calls to stay in contact with each 
other on storm status and our progress 
toward dealing with each event. We’ll 

hours to keep personnel costs at a 
minimum. 

“We’ll keep a close eye on our response 
on every storm, the resources we use 
and how we can improve,” said Hillis. 

“A ton of salt costs about the same as 

we can keep our roads safe and pass-
able this winter will mean the more 
resurfacing we can do to maintain our 
pavements next summer. We will do 
our best because we can be sure Mis-
souri motorists have come to expect 
that from us.” 

Visit the Winter Operations page on 
the intranet at wwwi 
video on winter operations, the new 
winter operations manual, frequently 
asked questions and other materials. 

When you need an important MoDOT 
document from years ago, do you know 

Million has been working with MoDOT 

and has seen many changes to Mo-
DOT’s collection of information. He 
works each day to streamline informa-
tion to all employees and make their 
jobs a little easier.

“MoDOT’s library is open to all employ-

whatever you need,” said Million.

A little history
In 2002, administrators with the then 
Research, Development and Technol-
ogy division realized there was a great 
deal of resource duplication going on at 
MoDOT. Most divisions had their own 

what was available and where. To reach 
a solution, RDT set up an agreement 
with the University of Missouri to cata-
log everything in a single database. 

When the Organizational Results 
division was established in 2005, a 
full-time librarian was hired and the 
physical collection was moved to 

integrated everything into the statewide 
MOBIUS consortium and allowed 
MoDOT employees to borrow from any 
other library in the state. 

Not long after, the library joined the 
Midwest Transportation Knowledge 
Network, which partnered employees 
from all of the DOT’s in AASHTO 
Region 3. Membership allowed the bor-
rowing of material from every one of 
these other states. In 2007, the library 
joined a Federal Highway Administra-
tion pooled fund and helped to expand 
this network nationally by building 

A Helping Hand

shared research tools. While the pooled 
fund ends this year, MoDOT will take 
over as the lead state for continued 
efforts. 

What does this mean for you? 
As a MoDOT employee, you have trans-
portation resources available to you 
from around the nation, and a librarian 
to help you put these resources at your 

As part of Organizational Results, Mil-
lion helps the analysts that support all 
of MoDOT’s divisions with research, 
process improvements and the Tracker. 
He conducts or guides literature search-
es for all staff and can pull together sets 
of research completed in other states. 

One of the key strengths of the library 
is sharing published information among 
staff and helping them get it quickly. 

“The library is there as a strong re-

source for all employees and can save 
your division time and money,” said 
Million. He points to a recent consult-

research libraries average a 12:1 return 
on investment through defrayed costs, 
saved time and collective purchasing.

library has to offer at http://www.sos.

A. J. Million

Kevin Ward, Greg Horn and Dav Nichols were
inducted in the MU Academy of Distinguished 
Engineers on Oct. 8.

On Oct. 8, Director of Program Deliv-
ery Dave Nichols, New Mississippi Riv-
er Bridge Project Director Greg Horn 
and Federal Highway Administration 
Division Administrator Kevin Ward 
were inducted into the MU Academy of 
Distinguished Engineers. The induction 
honors some of the most successful of 
the Civil Engineering Alumni of the 
University of Missouri.

The Academy honors outstanding grad-
uates and distinguished friends of the 
University of Missouri Department of 
Civil and Environmental Engineering. 

Distinguished Engineers

Election to the group 
recognizes outstanding 
achievement, excel-
lence and leadership in 
engineering and civic 
affairs.

“I’m very honored to 
be considered part of 
this group and to work 
with civil engineering 
alumni to mentor and 
motivate young civil 
engineering students,” 
said Nichols.

Other MoDOT members of the Acad-
emy include Interim Director Kevin 

Ed Hassinger. 

Goals of the Academy include:
■ To motivate civil engineering   

students by providing examples of 
outstanding civil engineering 
graduates;

■ to be partners in the education of   
University of Missouri students;

■ to help the University of Missouri 
achieve national prominence in 
civil engineering education.

With harvest in full swing, MoDOT 
and the Missouri Department of Agri-
culture are reminding farmers to pay 

access roads cross railroad tracks, and 
to be especially cautious at private 
access farm-rail crossings that are not 
equipped with warning signs, lights, 
bells or gates.

Missouri has the 10th largest railroad 
system in the nation with more than 
4,000 total miles of mainline track and 

MoDOT, MDA Caution Farmers to Practice 
Safety at Farm-Rail Crossings

approximately 6,600 public and private 
crossings. Many of those crossings are 
used by farmers and their employees.

“Tractors, trucks and other farm equip-
ment are noisy and slow moving,” said 
MoDOT Rail Administrator Rod Mass-
man. “When you approach a railroad 
crossing, don’t take a chance. Slow 
down, be prepared to stop and always 
look, listen and live.”

Farm to Field ... Be Sure to Yield

continuted from page 1
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For Your Benef it

It’s that time of year again to take a 

the Missouri State Employee’s Caf-

Transportation Planner Bill Robinett is 
one MoDOT employee that does.

“I appreciate being able to use pre-tax 
dollars to pay for the medical expenses 
and co-pays that aren’t covered by our 
insurance plan,” Robinett said. “Now 
that the kids are grown, the cafeteria 
plan does help reduce our tax liability. 
Plus, the medical reimbursement pro-
gram helps my wife and I recover some 
of the cost of her drugs.” 

The annual open enrollment for the 
MOCafe program runs from Oct. 1 
through Dec. 1, 2010. Participating 
employees save 25 percent or more on 

to set aside tax-free money to pay for 
health, dental and vision premiums 
and eligible out-of-pocket expenses for 
health care and/or dependent care.

There are also a few changes to consid-
er this year. Effective Jan. 1, 2011, you 
can no longer submit claims for eligible 
over-the-counter medicines without a 
prescription. Purchases of equipment, 

Flex Your Dollars
by Kristi Jamison

supplies, and diagnostic devices such 
as bandages, hearing aid batteries, 
blood sugar test kits, etc. are expected 
to remain eligible for reimbursement 
without a prescription. 

On a more positive note, you now have 
the option of submitting claim forms 
online at www.mocafe.com, which 
makes the process even easier and may 
speed up your reimbursement.

If you decide to enroll in the program, 
Robinett offers some sage advice, “Be 
sure to carefully plan the amount you 
set aside in the program so you don’t 
end up losing some of your money at 
the end of the year.”

A ‘use it or lose it’ principal applies 
to the program, so it’s important to 
carefully estimate your family’s annual 
out-of-pocket health care or day care 
expenses upfront. ASIFlex provides an 
online calculator to help you estimate 
your FSA tax savings. 

If you have questions about the Mis-
souri Cafeteria Plan, contact ASIFlex 
toll free at 1-800-659-3035, by email at 

www.mocafe.com.

I haven’t ridden on a train in a very 
long time, but on Oct. 7 I had the op-
portunity to board the Columbine car, 

series cars being pulled by the Chal-
lenger 3985 – a 1940s-era steam engine. 
It is one of only two steam engines of 
its kind that still runs today.

Soon we were departing for Washing-
ton, Mo. I was awed by the site of the 
fog still rolling off the Missouri River 
as we pulled away from Jefferson City. 
The thick, billowing steam from the en-
gine continuously rolled over the top of 
the train, helping block the bright glare 
of the sun on this crisp fall morning. 
The sway on the tracks and the clacking 
of the car connectors wasn’t enough 
to distract from the beautiful view of 
bluffs and trees now beginning to sport 
their fall colors.

Not too long into the journey, we 
passed over the Osage River. This is 
where a second train bridge will soon 
be built with American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act funds awarded to 
MoDOT. This project will help elimi-
nate another bottleneck that impacts the 
speed and velocity of today’s modern 
trains. 

by Kristi Jamison
A Nostalgic Ride on the Rails

River where UP eliminated a bottle-
neck two years ago by completing a 
second track over the Gasconade River. 
Then just before we got to Washington, 
the train correctly stopped to let the 
westbound Amtrak train go by.

Throughout the journey, we must have 
been quite a sight to see for the many 
people who were stopped at crossings 
along the way and in the quaint towns 
nestled by the tracks. 

Although the Challenger left us behind 
there to travel on to Illinois, it returned 
to Missouri Oct. 9 as a part of Sedalia’s 

sesquicentennial celebration. What a 

by railroad history. What a great way to 
see Missouri!

The days between Thanksgiving and 

holiday travel and cheer. Unfortunately, 
it can also be a very dangerous time on 
Missouri roads. In 2009, between the 

crashes (21 were alcohol related) in 
Missouri and 4,650 were injured (with 
343 related to alcohol). 

The Missouri Coalition for Roadway 
Safety reminds all motorists that if you 
drink and drive this holiday season … 
you lose. The coalition is us-
ing advertising 

Give the Gift of a Safe Lift this 
Holiday Season
Designated Driver Gift Cards Available at 
saveMOlives.com

Enjoy this gift of a safe lift.
Celebrate the holidays in style, not in jail.I merrily offer my designated driver services to

Name                                              on    Date                                                  Name & Phone No.
                                                 Extra DWI patrols will be on the roads in December.

offered by

www.saveMOlives.com

messages to urge drivers not to drink, 
or to call a cab or designate a driver 
from Nov. 22 through Dec. 19. As 

be on the lookout for anyone driving 
impaired. 

Designated driver gift cards can be 
sent electronically at .
Designated driver gift card-givers mer-
rily offer to be a sober chauffeur to the 
recipient. When sent online, recipients 
are asked to return the favor.

Make sure your friends and loved 
ones Arrive Alive this holiday 
season. Give the gift of a safe lift. 
To send a Designated Driver Gift 
Card, visit Designated Driver 

Gift Card

Friends Don’t Let Friends Drive Drunk!

Sometimes the little guy

gets carried away.

The Union Pacific Challenger 3985, a 1940s-era steam engine, crosses the Moreau River.

by Revee White 
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November Service Anniversaries

September Retirements

Name Location Years of
Service

Employees in District 6 are not only 

streets and making them safer for 
motorists, but now they’re helping the 
environment and saving the depart-
ment tons of clean cash. Thanks to a 
dedicated sweeping crew and a new 
mobile screening unit, MoDOT has the 
potential to substantially reduce what 

saving taxpayers thousands of dollars. 

Trash and debris that accumulate on 
roads is not only an eyesore, but can be 

car pieces can be a hurdle for vehicles 
to drive around or over, and smaller 
debris can clog drainage holes and 
create slick spots. That’s why MoDOT 
crews have been sweeping some of its 
streets for many years. Most of what 

MoDOT Sweeping Up Dirt and 
Turning It Into Clean Cash

costing taxpayers thousands. Thanks 
-

tions, things have been changing for the 
better. 

“We found almost everything we sweep 
off the roadway can be recycled either 

cash,” said Becky Allmeroth, District 6 
maintenance engineer. “We’re not only 
saving valuable resources and money, 
but we’re helping the environment and 
making the most of what we have at the 
same time.”

In March, crews started using a new 
mobile screening unit to screen the 
street sweepings, producing a clean 

and disposal costs. One cubic yard of 
sweepings weighs over one ton and 
thousands of cubic yards of sweepings 

a ton to dispose of sweeping debris. 
MoDOT worked with the Department 
of Natural Resources to approve the 

Previously, employees had to take any 
trash to a permanent unit at one build-
ing, but with the newer mobile one, it 
can travel from building to building, 
working 40 hours a week screening the 
sweepings quicker and easier. Debris 
collected from the roadway is emptied 
from the sweeper, then screened by the 
mobile unit and the remaining mate-
rial consists of dirt, gravel and grit for 

the department hundreds of thousands 

“Originally we thought we would just 
pull the metal out and recycle it and 
make some money,” said Maintenance 
Superintendent Owen Hasson. “We 

could use, but now we found some-
thing unique to do with our premium 
street sweepings. Now up to 90 percent 
of what MoDOT sweeps up can be 

recycled and used back on various 
road operations, instead of going to the 

So far this year, night sweeping crews 
have picked up 2,224 cubic yards 
of road debris. To haul this debris 

the sweeping debris and reusing the 
cleaned sweepings, the disposal cost is 

represent only a fraction of the debris 

the day, routine maintenance crews 
sweep up debris from the other major 
roads in the area and dump that debris 
at their buildings to be screened by the 
mobile screening unit.

“This is a fantastic opportunity to not 
only recycle this sweeping byproduct 
as a green initiative, it also will save 

and save on other material costs,” 
Allmeroth said. “We don’t even know 
yet how much impact this could have, 
but hopefully it’s something we can use 
statewide and potentially even promote 
to other states.” 

“Premium”street sweepings after 
screening. Usable fill.

Street weeping ebris pile
before screening. 

35 Years
Barry M. Bergman D6

25 Years
Drake D. Tarpley D1
Robert W. Stone D1
Edward A. Montgomery  D1
Mark E. Giessinger D3
Rodney L. Osbourne D3
Robert N. Davidson  D3
Dianna L. Johnson D5
Donald E. Duclos D6
Joseph H. Wilde D6
Daryl L. Swindle D6
Ronald W. Blakley D7
Mike G. Metcalf D8
Curtis W. Richter D9
Ronald Ballew D10

20 Years
Joseph T. Cooper D1
Beth A. Page D3
Sherita C. White D4
Kent Howard D5
Jon P. Miller D5
Richard W. Barnes D7
Deryle G. Potter D8
Jesse L. Earls D9
Paul J. Bollinger D9
Philip E. Morgan CO
Stephanie L. Green  CO
Diane M. Haslag CO
Mary L. Kladiva CO

15 Years
Robert E. Lockard D2
Ellen Gehringer D2

Matthew Golian D3
Richard W. Sanders  D3
Ronald H. Rothove  D5
Michael R. Kempker  D5
Donald E. Maxwell  D6
Gary M. Ragan D7
Kevin W. Hageman  D8
Dennis S. Austin D8
Brian L. McMillian D9
Steven D. Mayberry  D9
Chris E. Berry D9
Randall D. Lea D9
Stanley S. Snider D10
Connie P. Robinson  D10
Mary B. Miller CO

10 Years
John C. Shrewsbury  D1
Kevin D. Johnson D1
Marisa L. Ellison D3
Teresa G. Martin D4
Bradley W. Kelley D4
Jason T. Nilges D5
Troy A. Minnick D5
Stanley H. Williams  D6
Gail J. Cutts D6
Jerry A. Lewis D6
Donald W. Harmon  D6
William F. Bernsen D6
Randy W. Dorner D6
Randall K. Coffey D7
Jeffery A. Keeven D9
Jeffrey W. Allen D9
Charles R. Robinson  CO

Gari L. Luttrell CO
John D. Hayden CO
Carissa N. Hutson CO
Tina R. Thurman CO
Bridget D. Althoff CO

5 Years
David C. Dwyer D1
Mike L. Cline D1
Christopher L. Smith  D1
Brian K. Iles D4
Michael R. Atteberry  D4
Fred E. Scott D4
Russell D. Rentel D5
Allen J. Wilson D5
Glenn L. Copeland D6
Todd A. Dettling D6
Douglas C. Martin D7
Bruce W. Farris D7
Aaron J. Howard D9

Richard Baker D1 32
Keith Hoover D1 31
Kathy Hutchinson D2 16
Emma Lumley D3 18
Joseph Ferrante D3 22
Kim Branson D4 40
Jimmie Rader D4 11
Paul Jungmeyer D5 52
David Johns D5 25
Sherwin McKinney D5 32
Larry Wilbanks D5 26
Carol Pleus D5 40
Cassandra Taylor D6 7
Phillip Thieman D7 31
Michael Dunseith D7 34
Sammy Lee D8 27
Joe Housewright D9 28
Timothy Redmond CO 25
Richard Finley CO 27
Gerhard Robbins CO 28
Mary Diemler CO 34

In Memoriam
Active
Michael “Mike” P. Colombo D6 Sep. 6

Retirees
Dorothy M. Prenger CO Sep. 1 
Henry Jameson D4 Sep.6
Raymond L. Bell D5 Sep. 13
Marvin D. Kronour D3 Sep. 14
Donald W. Baldwin D4 Sep. 18
John W. Harty D10 Sep. 21
Bobby “Bob” L. Crawford D5 Sept. 24
Dorothy J. Meckfessel CO Sep. 28

Troy A. Gilley D9
Jason E. McKee D10
Donald L. Terbrak D10
Travis S. Stump CO
Rose A. Cooper CO
Ashley L. Halford CO
Tommy D. Caudle CO

VETERANS DAY
NOVEMBER 11
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105 W. Capitol Avenue 
P.O. Box 270 
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Building Unity Through Diversity

MoDOT’s Communications 
Efforts Awarded 

Route 66 displays

Data Mart Administrator John Harding and Senior Printing 
Technician Loran Walton get a taste of what it’s like to have 
a disability when trying to perform basic tasks without using 
their dominant hand.

Jerome Anderson, chief executive officer for Anderson 
Organizational and Management Consulting Firm, LLC, 
spoke about Cultural Competency 101.

One of the presenters at NTPAW 
was Jim Ylisela, president of Duff 
Media Partners. He spoke about 
the need for a communications 
plan to be applied to social media 
and how social media is growing 
in state government. 

Ylisela used Missouri as an exam-
ple that other states should follow, 
saying he was impressed with the 
range of social media tools of-
fered through-
out the state 

and how far MoDOT has come in a 
short time. 

Ylisla pointed out that all of the 
social media tools MoDOT has fo-
cused on, including YouTube, Face-
book and Twitter, help to improve 
our traditional communication, 
using one to drive the other.

Learn more about MoDOT’s social 
media tools at www.modot.org/
emodot.

MoDOT Considered a Leader in Social Media
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E-mail margaret.justus@modot.mo.gov

3602 N. Belt Highway
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Events of Last Month

The View From the Road
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Interim Director Kevin Keith arrived in the Northwest District on Sept. 28. 

Jo
n

 M
o

rr
o

w

District Maintenance and Traf-
fic Engineer Koelle Barbour was 
interviewed by KQTV during our 
Winter Skills Assessment event.

Unidentified flying objects have been reported recently near Route 46.
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Several departments joined forces 
to clean up our Adopt-A-Highway 
section in September.
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Assistant District Engineer Tony Mc-
Gaughy experienced a little “cross 
training” when he joined our Traffic 
Shop for a day to place 3M tape for 
striping.
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On behalf of the Northwest Blue-
print Coalition, Assistant DE Tony 
McGaughy presented three radar 
guns to Deputy Amy Hanig of the 
Andrew County Sheriff’s Dept.

Area Engineer Marty Liles represented MoDOT at the groundbreaking cer-
emonies held Sept. 19 for the new Rulo Bridge across the Missouri River. The 
Nebraska Department of Roads will be the lead agency.

Construction on the new Amelia 
Earhart Memorial Bridge is mak-
ing great progress. Daily photos 
of the work are available on the 
Northwest District web page.
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Community Relations Manager     Tammy Wallace  
                                                           660.385.8209
E-mail                                                Tammy.Wallace@modot.mo.gov

Route 63
P.O. Box 8
Macon, MO 63552

One Year to the Day

Stretching high above the Missouri River, the concrete 
piers are the only elements remaining of the original 
1939 structure.

Missing Something? Partners for Improvements

OCCI Inc. of Fulton preparing the piers for the new girders.

The Miami 
students pose 
in front of the 
group preparing 
for the ribbon 
cutting. The 
school super-
intendent, Lyle 
Best, partici-
pated as a guest 
speaker.

During the inau-
gural drive, an an-
tique vehicle with 
the top down to 
enjoy the great 
view carried local 
citizens who were 
in attendance 
during the first 
bridge opening in 
1939. 

Before

After

Phone
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Community Relations Manager Marisa Brown-Ellison
Phone 573.248.2502 
E-mail marisa.ellison@modot.mo.gov

Route 61 South
P.O. Box 1067
Hannibal, MO 63401

for more info
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Around the District

More than 200 kids took 
advantage of Big Truck Night 
in Hannibal. Matt Golian with 
Hannibal Maintenance is shown 
sharing information with kids 
and parents about safety.

Interchange Design Will 
Make You Whirl

Erin Jones, traffic engineer (left) and Toshia 
Drebes, highway designer (right) show a hear-
ing attendee the simulation of the proposed 
interchange in Troy.

About 70 employees participated in this year’s Snow Academy. “We 
couldn’t have asked for better weather,” said academy coordinator Jason 
Shafer. To no surprise, all participants passed with flying winter colors!

Mike Foppe, assistant supervisor at the 
Troy maintenance facility, is pictured 
weighing a child during the free child 
safety seat car checks and installation 
event held in Hannibal. More than 30 
parents, grandparents, and expectant 
parents attended, and 19 car seats were 
given away. The event was held during 
Child Passenger Safety Week and was 
sponsored by the NE Regional Blueprint 
Committee, Hannibal Public Schools, 
McDonald’s and the Hannibal Fire Depart-
ment.

740 Years of Experience

Retiree Reaches 102

The Mobile Emergency Re-
sponse Operations Center 
responded to a mock ice storm 
last month to test communica-
tions equipment. The event 
was coordinated with Central 
Office and covered by several 
local media. Pictured from 
back to front: Mike Laks, signal 
electrician, Rhonda Steven-
son, risk management, Lynn 
Dietrich, of the Central Office 
instant response group,  Mark 
Giessinger, maintenance and 
traffic, and April Fohey, risk 
management.

Don Hillis, systems management 
director, and Paula Gough, NE 
district engineer, presented the 
awards to long-term service award 
recipients. (Left) Hillis, George Clark, 
his son, George, and Gough; (right)
Steve Spegal is pictured with Hillis 
and Gough.



K a n s a s C i t y A r e a
D

Community Relations Manager Kristy Hill
Phone 816.607.2153
E-mail kristy.hill@modot.mo.gov  
 
600 NE Colbern Road
Lee’s Summit, MO 64086

for more info
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Two Feet, Two Wheels 

A groundbreak-
ing ceremony in 
April kicked off 
this enhance-
ment.  Five short 
months later, 
the blue ribbon 
replaces orange 
cones allowing 
pedestrians and 
bicycles to cross 
the great Mis-
souri River.  

Commissioner Miller, from the MHTC, speaks to a crowd of 
eager community members ready to use the new multi-use 
path on the Heart of America Bridge.

U.S. Congressman Emanual Cleaver II 
spoke highly about the importance 
this enhancement is to the citizens of 
Kansas City. 
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Community Relations Manager Kristin Gerber
Phone 573.522.3375
E-mail kristin.gerber@modot.mo.gov

1511 Missouri Boulevard
P.O. Box 718
Jefferson City, MO 65102

for more info
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New Expressway Opens at Lake of the Ozarks
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Approximately 75 people attended the ribbon 
cutting for U.S. 65 in Lincoln.
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Just west of Route 42, the existing roadway is now called Osage 
Beach Parkway.  It splits into separated east and westbound 
lanes and the new expressway passes under it.    
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About 70 people attended the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony.

New Interchange Improves Traffic 
Flow in Jefferson City
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The new Missouri Blvd. bridge runs parallel to the over-
passes for U.S. 50. The curved connector roads allow mo-
torists to move between Missouri Blvd. and Route 179.

U.S. 65 Widened Through Lincoln in 
Benton County
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Children from the Osage Beach Elementary School 
Choir join state and local officials to cut the ribbon.
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Community Relations Manager    Marie Elliott
Phone 314.453.1807   
Email Marie.Elliott@modot.mo.gov

1590 Woodlake Drive
Chesterfield, MO 63017

for more info
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MoDOT/St. Louis Cardinals Help Raise 
Money for Fallen Workers’ Memorial

St. Louis Students Get Hands-On 
Experience with Construction Careers 

Construction Career Day was kicked off by partners and participants at a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony that morning.

Mike Day, motorist assistance operator, demon-
strates to students the tools and skills necessary to 
work in his role at MoDOT.

Representatives from MoDOT and the City of Washington on the Cheyenne, 
a Coast Guard ship, preparing to locate a port on the Missouri River.

A view of the Route 47 Missouri River Bridge from the ship.

MoDOT and City of Washington 
Partner on Missouri River Voyage
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S o u t h w e s t
D

Community Relations Manager Lori Marble 
Phone 417.621.6504
E-mail lori.marble@modot.mo.gov 
3901 E. 32nd Street
Joplin, MO 64804

for more info

Connections

Proof Guard Cables Save Lives

Ribbon Cuttings Officially 
Open Interchanges

Robert Hagedorn, chief of staff, Rep. Ike Skelton’s office; MHTC Com-
missioner Rudy Farber; Rep. Barney Fisher; Sen. David Pearce; Rep. 
Ed Emery and District Engineer Becky Baltz in Bates County.

Working Around the District 

Crews with Concrete South spent time in Jasper County replac-
ing concrete on Route 71 near Carthage.
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S p r i n g f i e l d A r e a
D

Community Relations Manager Bob Edwards
Phone 417.895.7713
E-mail robert.edwards@modot.mo.gov

3025 E. Kearney
P.O. Box 868
Springfield, MO 65801

for more info
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“Talkin’ Transportation” 
Call-In Radio Show

KWTO 560 AM, Springfield

10-10:50 a.m. Wednesdays

radiospringfield.com

Snow Removal Savings
Go to Road Surface Work

Diverging Diamond Wins Awards

Working at the Mountain Grove shop, 
Equipment Technician Supervisor Gary 
Shisler tests a salt spreader.
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D8 at Work
1. Branson Senior Construction 
Inspector Brian Todd checks the 
elevation for a footing for a new 
bridge on the Route 65 six-laning 
project in Springfield.

2. Completion of three projects 
to four-lane Route 65 between 
Springfield and Buffalo is celebrat-
ed with a ribbon-cutting at the 
Greene-Dallas county line near Fair 
Grove. Participants include former 
highway commissioner Jim Ander-
son, right, president of the Spring-
field Area Chamber of Commerce, 
and nearby resident Jo Cannefax, 
second from right, as well as legis-
lators and local elected officials.

3. Regional Counsel Terri Parker, 
right, visits with Mark and Brenda 

3

4

2

1

Perry at a news conference put on by the Missouri Coalition for Roadway 
Safety at Nixa High School where their wrecked vehicles, donated to the 
safety coalition, were used to illustrate the importance of seatbelt use. 
Parker’s daughter, Katie, was buckled up and survived a serious crash early 
in 2010. The Perrys’ daughter, a Nixa teacher, was unbuckled and did not 
survive a crash in late 2009. The trailer-mounted vehicles with a “buckle up” 
message are available for display at community and school events.

4. Running the loader course during annual snow training is Regional Bridge 
Crew Maintenance Worker Travis Pierce. The training, at the District Office 
complex, also included a snowplow obstacle course, a refresher session on 
equipment safety inspections and GL400/ACS operations.
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S o u t h C e n t r a l
D

Community Relations Manager Christi Turkleson
Phone 417.469.6203
E-mail christina.turkleson@modot.mo.gov

910 Old Springfield Road 
P.O. Box 220 
Willow Springs, MO 65793

for more info

D9 Helps Create a Habitat Where Hellbenders 
Can Feel at Home

One-Day Team Spirit Youth Leadership Workshop Offered in D9

Students from Southern Reynolds County discuss traffic safety issues in 
their community with their sponsor before they develop their action plan.

St. Robert Regional Maintenance Supervisor Brian McMillian and 
Senior Maintenance Worker Don Boulware help unload rocks. 
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S o u t h e a s t
D

Community Relations Manager Nicole Thieret
Phone 573.472.6632
E-mail nicole.thieret@modot.mo.gov

2675 N. Main Street
P.O. Box 160 
Sikeston, MO 63801

for more info
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Killian Takes Second in Table Topics 
Contest

Senior Planning 
Technician Joe Killian 
receives his award for 
taking second place 
in the table topics 
category at the Area 
Five Toastmasters’ 
Speech Contest. 

District Liaison Engineer Jay Lancaster discusses 
project requirements and the application 
process with local communities interested in 
Transportation Enhancement funds. 

Federal Funds to Local Agencies

Memorial Highway 
Honors Gene Curtis

(above) Rep. Terry Swinger 
and Sen. Rob Mayer speak 
with the Curtis family after 
the memorial highway sign 
unveiling. 

The Curtis family joined by Mayor Jim Burch, Rep. Terry Swinger, 
Rep. Steve Hodges and Sen. Rob Mayer unveil the Gene Curtis 
Memorial Highway sign to be placed on Route 80 in New Madrid 
County. 
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 Mission
Our mission is to provide a  
world-class transportation 
experience that delights our 
customers and promotes a 
prosperous Missouri.

Ninety-one miles. That’s the distance 
Jim and Theo Feeney walked to raise 
funds for MoDOT’s Fallen Workers 
Memorial. The couple hiked nine hours 
a day for four days. At night, various 
friends put them up along the way. It’s 
the second year the Feeneys have made 
the journey.

Jim Feeney is a maintenance crew 
leader in MoDOT’s St. Louis district. 
He came up with the idea for the fund-
raising effort two years ago.

“I told my wife I wanted to walk to 
Jefferson City to raise awareness of the 
memorial,” Feeney said. “She said 

‘Can I go?’ ”

MoDOT Employee and Wife Walk the Extra Mile 
for Fallen Workers’ Memorial
by Matt Hiebert

This year, the Feeneys started their trek 
on the Katy Trail in Weldon Spring on 

Oct. 5. 

“Aside from my wife almost stepping on 
a couple of snakes, the most interesting 
part of the walk was the people,” Jim 

many good people are out there.”

Since 1932, 130 MoDOT employees 
have been killed in the line of duty. 
Plans are under way to create a state-
wide memorial honoring these fallen 
men and women. The memorial will 
be funded by private donations. Feeney 
has personally raised more than $3,000 
toward the cause.

Right now, the collected funds for the 
memorial total more than $50,000, all 
of which came from donations and fund 
raising events. The cost of the memo-
rial is estimated to be between $70,000 

- $80,000.

“We’re getting very close!” said David 
-

tions engineer and funds coordinator.

Anyone wishing to make a contribution 
to the memorial fund can make a check 
payable to State Highway & Transpor-
tation Employees Association of Mis-
souri and mail it to: District 7 Highway 
Credit Union, Attn: Dave B. Taylor, 
3901 East 32nd St., Suite A, Joplin, Mo., 
64804.

Congratulations to District 8 Mainte-
nance Crew Leader Kris Sandgren on 
being named Missouri’s State Em-
ployee of the Month for September! 
Sandgren was honored for his extensive 
effort to raise money for the Fallen 
Workers’ Memorial and bring tribute 

Missouri State Employee of the Month

to employees who have been killed in 
a work zone, completing a 2,600-mile 
bicycle ride from Anacortes, Wa., to 
Jefferson City, Mo. Sandgren raised 
nearly $5,000 for the memorial and 
was honored by Gov. Jay Nixon at a 
ceremony on Sept. 29. Congratulations 
Kris!

Kris Sandgren was honored by Gov. Jay Nixon as Missouri 
State Employee of the Month for September.

The Engineering Policy Guide is a 
large document since it is the single 
reference for all MoDOT engineering 
and engineering-related guidance. Due 

be a challenge. Now, a two-minute vid-
eo to help you locate EPG information 

Engineering Policy Guide 
Video

is available near the top of the EPG’s 
main page, with more videos expected 
in the future. Click the Engineering 
Policy Guide button on www.modot.org 
to view the video.
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